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In 2016, the Group asked 8 artists
to invest the 5,000 meters-square
basement of Les Dunes, the second
headquarters of Societe Generale in
Val-de-Fontenay. What did you think
of this experiment?

At first, some of the teams involved in
the move were reluctant, but eventually,
everything worked out extremely well
because it is such a wonderful place. The
spaces are completely flexible, without
assigned offices: our collaborators like
this flexibility. We tried to involve them
in this project as well, as far as asking
for their opinion about the furniture: the
place has been co-constructed with the
employees, which is a success in itself.
In that respect, we reached out to these
eight artists to mark a high point. We
worked with the real estate management
and the city council to choose local
creators through an association. Each of
them was given a surface of about 1,000
meters-square. The idea was to start from
an interpretation of the signage system
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found in the parking lot. It was such a
success that collaborators have wanted
to get involved, with the help of a street
artists collective, in the realisation of
frescoes in the ground level of the building.
We used the same tools — working with local
people for better integration in the district
and consultation of the employees — to give
them moments of openness, breakaways,
pauses in their daily life. | think it is a breath
of fresh air, a break from increasingly
demanding tasks. Banking is a tough job
and these activities and cultural exchanges
we offer our collaborators are positive,
unusual experiences that open new horizons
and feed their personal path.

After the France-Romania Season 2019,
what is the upcoming program for the
promotion of the Collection?

We just unveiled the “Little Stories” exhibition
that focuses on active learning and the
reception of the artworks by the public. We
are now working on the Africa 2020 Season.
We are thinking about different actions that
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could be launched within the program. It is
a great opportunity for Societe Generale:
we are widely established in Africa where
we started a development program that
supports positive changes throughout the
continent. The project is wide and enthralling.

An essential tool: mediation

Besides the guided tours of the Societe
Generale Collection available for all by
reservation, digital tools are used for education
as well. The Collection has its own website
listing all its artworks. On top of that, for the new
exhibition “Little Stories”, an application has been
developed: it provides information on a piece and
the artist that made it by taking a picture of it.

“Little Stories”, sharing 1001 stories and
anecdotes around the artworks of the
Societe Generale art Collection, exhibition
open to the public and free for all from
the 20th of September 2019 to the 30th of
April 2020, every day from 9.00 to 18.00.
Closed on the weekends. By reservation at
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