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Pierre Sibut-Bourde


“Trozos de granito sin origen ni continuidad. […] 
Después salieron al desierto y a las montañas. Allí 
estaban los padres de las rocas huérfanas que 
acababan de dejar atrás. Formaciones graníticas, 
volcánicas, cuyos picos se silueteaban en el cielo con 
forma y maneras de pájaros, pero pájaros de dolor, 
pensó Amalfitano. ”
1

— 2666, Roberto Bolaño, p. 262


At the southwesternmost point of the United States, buried deep in heavy sands 
punctuated by towering miradors, its iron bars and barbed wire plunging hundreds of 
metres into the Pacific, announced by the red bilingual RESTRICTED AREA NO 
TRESPASSING U.S. GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AREA RESTRINGIDA PROHIBIDA LA 
ENTRADA PROPIEDAD DEL GOBIERNO DE EE. UU. signs, lies the border wall. Walls, 
rather, meandering downhill between bushes and wildflowers growing out of the dead 
land. Holes pierce the austere slats, revealing, from the Mexican side, a wasteland with 
Navy helicopters flying in the distance. From the U.S. side, a lively beach with white 
residential houses overlooking the waves breaking on the metal structure can be seen. 
Although Friendship Park is closed, Border State Field Park remains accessible to those 
willing to follow Monument Road in the Tijuana River Valley—an unmarked concrete path 
slowly thinning into a gravel trail, then dissolving into dunes. Stretched arms wave from 
afar across the closed border. Indiscernible faces peer through the fences as the palms 
are seen swinging between neighbouring slats opening on Jardines Playas de Tijuana.


Along its 3,144-kilometre length, the border deploys a continuum of surveillance, ranging 
from cameras to foot patrols, complemented by infrastructure, walls, and fences adapting 
to the numerous environments it runs through: metropolitan areas, from Tijuana and San 
Diego, CA to Matamoros and Brownsville, TX, as well as rivers and deserts, deadly 
crossings from the north of Sonora to Arizona. In some areas of the latter, the gaps in the 
“Smart Wall," as described by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) website, 
conflate both the violence of dry, impractical terrain and the political rhetoric of projected 
sovereignty, using funds from the “One Big Beautiful Bill”, to plan, award, and build a 
second fence, closing the continuum with continuous infrastructure.


The Arizona desert has indeed never been fuller. An accumulation of monitoring devices 
and infrastructure completes a landscape that was never marginal. Yet, the Arizona desert 

 “Chunks of granite with no origin or context. […] Then they were in the desert and the mountains. There 1

were the parents of the orphan rocks they’d just passed. Granitic formations, volcanic formations, peaks 
silhouetted against the sky in the shape and fashion of birds, but birds of sorrow, thought Amalfitano.” 
(2666, Roberto Bolaño, translated by Natasha Wimmer, English edition by Picador) 
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